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ON  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF 


MR.  BOURJEêURD’S  ELASTIC  BELTS,  &c., 

IN  CASES  O F 

CORPÜLENCY,  DURING  AND  AFTER  GESTATION,  ABDOMINAL  TUMOUllS, 
ASCITES,  OVARIAN  DROPSY,  &c.,  &c. 


Abdominal  Siip])ortei\ 


Abdominal  Supporter  in  Corpulancj  or 
Gestation. 


From  the  accumulated  facts  that  bave  corne  under  my  notice,  through 
the  kindness  of  medical  friends  both  in  hospital  and  private  practice,  I 
am  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  of  the  great  and  many  important 
benefits  my  newly-invented  apparatuses  are  destined  to  accomplis!!  in  the 
hygieianic  art,  and  wishing  that  the  many  suflbrers  from  the  affections, 
which  my  discoveries  are  especially  calculated  to  alleviate,  may  hâve  just 
and  correct  views  on  the  subject,  I hâve  therefore,  with  due  deference  and 
respect,  ventured  to  address  to  the  Medical  Profession  a few  general  and 
practicai  remarks. 

Every  professional  man  knows  how  numerous  are  the  instances  in 
Medical  and  Surgical  practice  for  which  compression  is  called  into  opera- 
tion, such  as  dropsical  effusions,  fibrinous  exudation,  &c.,  in  the  Physi- 
cian’s  practice;  and  the  Surgeon  can  scarcely  advance  a step  without'his 
having  recourse  to  means  for  giving  support  and  for  effecting  suitable 
pressure.  Fractures,  dislocations,  congestion,  induration,  varicose  veins, 
arthritic  affections,  &c.,  &c.,  are  highly  benefitted  by  equable  compression 
used  in  due  tirae,  and  with  suitable  apparatuses  ; and  here  let  me  add 
how  rauch  superior  to  the  usual  mode  of  bandaging  is  the  System  em- 


4 


ployed  ivnd  recommcnded  by  me,  through  Üie  use  of  the  elastic  appliaiioes, 
whicli  being  disposed  iii  a spiral  mariner  elfect  a graduated  compression* 
and  which  also  can  be  regulated  at  vvili.  ’ 

The  varions  appliances  alluded  to  are  made  of  different  degrees  of 
strengtli,  and  may  be  so  constructed,  that  in  the  same  apparatus  more 
pressure  can  be  exerted  in  certain  localities  lhan  in  others.  By  rny  peculiar 
method,  compression,  by  means  of  elastic  tissue,  may  be  applied  without 
the  slightest  inconvenience  to  any  part  of  the  body  ; and  1 hâve  obtained 
the  inost  remai-kable  results  in  a great  number  of  cases,  where  the  Medical 
attendant  of  the  patient  required  pressure  in  régions,  varying  from  the 
vertex  to  the  sole  ol  the  feet.  Such  cases  exemplify  in  a striking  manner 
how  advantageous  it  is,  both  for  the  profession  and  patients,  that  especial 
attention  should  be  paid  by  competent  men  to  the  best  means  of  using 
elastic  compression.  I hâve  for  many  years  given  to  this  subject  much 
attention,  and  by  degrees  the  different  appliances  for  varicose  veins,  swelled 
legs,  hernia,  &c.,  &c.,  hâve  been  improved.  Indeed,  these  apparatuses 
hâve  now  been  so  long  in  the  hands  of  the  profession,  and  I hâve  in  my 
possession  such  a long  list  of  cases  in  which  they  hâve  been  successfully 
used,  that  I need  hardly  enter  into  any  details  respecting  their  value.  I 
may,  however,  here  state  my  lirm  belief  that  elastic  appliances  are  probably 
not  used  to  a sufîicient  extent  in  the  practice  of  Surgery.  Many  of  the  rollers 
and  bandages,  usually  applied,  act  but  very  impei'fectly,  and  require  much 
time  and  trouble  in  placing  them  upon  patients  ; the  period  will  no  doubt 
corne  when  they  will  be  left  aside,  and  replaced  by  a System  of  elastic  contri- 
vances  which  will  be  much  more  effectuai,  without  giving  one  tenth  of  the 
trouble. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  flannel-roller  applied  upon  an  ascitie  patient  at 
the  moment  of  tapping.  How  much  simpler  it  would  be  to  guard  the  ab- 
domen with  a tight  Elastic  Belt,  which  would  go  on  making  pressure 
more  and  more  gently  as  the  fluid  is  being  evacuated,  and  thus  prevent, 
with  luuch  certainty,  the  unpleasant  eftects  of  theloss  of  support  given  to 
the  intestines  by  the  watery  accumulation.  This  is  an  instance  taken  at 
random  among  a great  many  which  might  be  cited.  I may  also  mention 
œdema  of  one  or  both  lower  extremities,  for  only  consider  how  trouble- 
some  and  ineffectual  is  the  perpétuai  bandaging  of  such  limbs,  and 
how  much  more  to  the  purpose  it  would  be  to  use  an  elastic  casing 
which  might  vary  in  compressing  force  and  size  as  the  fluid  or  ex- 
udation  is  being  absorbed  ! Happily,  the  principle  has  prevailed  • as  re- 
gards hernial  tumours  ; the  Belt  which  I hâve  lately  invented  for  the 
support  of  these  protrusions  has  fairly  driven  steel  springs  and  hard  pads 
from  the  field,  and  I hâve  to  congratulate  both  practitioners  and  patients 
upon  the  change.  In  a former  pamphlet  I hâve  given  my  views  in 
relation  to  Hernia  Belts,  and  hâve  shown,  by  facts  and  arguments,  that 
no  means  are  better  calculated  to  prevent  the  dangers  ot  strangulation, 
and  the  pain  caused  by  ill-adjusted,  hard  and  unyielding  trusses,  than  the 
use  of  ray  Hernia  Belts  and  Air  Pads. 
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But  I wish  in  the  présent  instance  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  im- 
provccl  and  registered  Elastic  Belts  whicli  I hâve  invented  and  introduced 
into  this  country,  wherewith  is  effeeted,  in  a gentle  manner,  the  kind  of 
compression  wliicli  is  most  needed  in  varions  affections  which  cause  an 
enlargement  of  the  abdomen.  It  will  be  easily  iinderstood  by  professional 
raen,  that  there  are  numerous  instances  in  wliich  compression  of  a method- 
iral  and  eqnable  kind  aronnd  the  abdomen  is  very  désirable,  and  a 
moment’s  reflection  will  show,  that  Elastic  Tissnes  are  eminently  calcu- 
lated  to  carry  ont  such  indications.  I beg  permission  to  pass  in  review 
the  different  affections,  liaving  their  seat  in  the  abdomen,  which  may  be 
controlled  by  the  system  of  compression  which  I hâve  the  honour  of  pro- 
posing  ; and  1 hâve  no  doubt  that  the  general  adoption  of  such  a system 
will  conduce  to  the  happiest  results.  First,  let  us  glance  at  the  advantages 
wdiich  corpulent  persons  may  dérivé  from  using  my  Elastic  Abdominal 
Belts. 

1.  Advantages  of  the  Elastic  Belt  for  corpulent  persons. — It  is  well 
known  that  nature  has  so  regulated  the  human  econoray,  that  organs 
adapt  themselves  to  the  changes  going  on  around  them  ; and  so  also  will 
miiscular  fibres  acquire  strength  and  energy  in  a healthy  subject,  wdien 
additional  or  increased  functions  are  thrown  upon  them.  But  there  are 
cases  in  which  it  behoves  the  Medical  practitioner  to  lighten  this 
task  of  nature,  so  that  the  efforts  made  by  internai  organs,  or  any  portion 
of  the  muscular  system,  (of  which  efforts  the  patients  themselves  are  mostly 
unconscious,)  may  not  end,  as  is  often  the  case,  in  inflammation  or  debility, 
We  ail  know  that  the  abdominal  muscles  are  severely  taxed  when  accumu- 
lation of  adipose  matter  takes  place  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and 
the  eflbrt  these  muscles  make  for  resisting  the  pressure  frora  within,  is  of 
such  a kind  as  to  cause  much  distress  to  the  patient.  The  traction  upon 
the  chest,  and  the  want  of  equillibrium,  coupled  with  actual  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  hâve,  no  doubt,  raade  many  a corpulent  person  wish  that  some- 
thing  might  be  donc  for  the  relief  of  these  unpleasant  sensations. 


I am  happy  to  say  that  I hâve  given  much  comfort  to  numerous  persons 
who  rvere  greatly  inconvenienced  by  corpulency,  the  uneasiness  being 
removed  by  the  use  of  my  Elastic  Belts.  These,  as  stated  above,  are 
constructed  upon  a systematic  scale,  and  composed  of  strips  of  elastic 
tissue,  connected  together  in  a peculiar  manner,  and  of  vaiying  strength, 
according  to  the  cases.  They  encircle  the  abdomen  in  an  equable  and 
uniform  manner,  and  exert  just  enough  pressure  to  take  away  the  stress 
put  upon  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  to  relieve  the  intestinal  mass  from 
its  strained  and  pendulous  condition.  The  fulcrum  is  situated  against  the 
spine,  in  wdiich  région  the  belt  is  strenghtened  by  pliable  w'halebone,  and 
the  belt  may,  without  the  slightest  eflbrt,  be  put  on  from  below  upwards, 
by  being  passed  over  the  feet  and  legs,  and  thus  the  abdomen  is  kept 
raised  and  supported,  and  prevented  from  unsymmetrically  procrudino-  and 
pending  over  the  pubis.  ‘ ° 


The  comfort  experienced  by  stout  peuple,  wdio  wear  these  belts,  is  verv 
great,  and  it  is  remarkable  how  nimbly  they  are  enablcd  to  walk,  aller 
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having  experienced  tlie  cliscomfort  of  heavily  wending  their  way,  under  the 
disadvantage  of  an  unsupported  hugely  projectiiig  abdomen.’  I must 
moreover  mention  that  I bave  been  informed  by  tbe  Medical  Attendants 
tbat  tbe  patients  bad  tbe  fnnctions  of  digestion  and  cbylification  much 
better  perforined  wben  enjoying  tbe  couifort  of  tbe  bèlts,  tban  wben 
tbey  allowed  nature  to  reinaiu  iinaided  ; so  tbat  I may  safely  say  tbat  the 
advantages  gained  by  patients  are  threefold  : — Ist,  absence  of  pain  and 
dragging  ; 2nd,  good  digestion  ; and  3rd,  symmetry  of  form.  I need  not 
say  one  word  about  tbe  use  of  the  Belt  to  corpulent  persons  who  are  in  tbe 
habit  of  riding  on  borseback  ; but  I sball  jnst  add  tbat  tbe  gentle  pressure 
■whicli  tbe  belt  exercises,  is  very  likely  to  cause  a certain  amount  of  absorp- 
tion of  the  adipose  niatter,  and  even  wben  such  is  not  tbe  case,  the  pressure 
will  at  least  go  far  in  the  prévention  of  any  uni)leasant  increase.  It  will, 
therefore,  be  allowed  tbat  I bave  good  grounds  for  strongly  advocating 
corpulent  people  to  use  my  belts  ; and  I am  at  tbe  same  time  anxious, 
that  tbey  should  know  tbat  I make  them  exactly  of  the  stfength  best  suited 
for  eacb  individual  case,  and  tbat  the  compressing  force  is  calculated  to  a 
nicety,  so  as  to  answer  tbe  wishes  of  the  medical  attendant. 

2.  Gréai  usefulness  of  ihe  Elastic  Belts  both  during  and  after  gesta- 
tion.— Professional  men  are  fully  aware  of  tbe  amcunt  of  misery  wbich  is 
frequently  experienced  by  ladies  of  délicate  constitution  or  otherwise, 
with  wliom  tbe  uterine  development  is  ratber  considérable  ; or  whose 
abdominal  muscles  are  too  weak  to  bear  up  agninst  tbe  unwonted  weight 
of  the  gravid  utérus.  I need  not  attempt  to  describe  tbe  train  of  evils 
winch  may  attend  pressure  on  tbe  great  veins  or  nerves  in  tbe  vicinify  of  the 
utérus  wben  gestation  is  approacbing  its  termmination  ; itwill  be  sufficient 
to  say  that  a great  number  of  women  are  unable  to  walk  in  the  latter 
montbs  of  pregnency,  tbat  tbey  expérience  considérable  pain  wben  at- 
temptine  tbe  sligbtest  movements,  and  that  swelling  of  tbe  legs  oflen  tor- 
ments  them.  Mow  it  is  évident  tbat  tbe  iinpleasant  symptoms,  connected 
witb  pressure  on  the  pelvic  and  abdominal  vessels  or  nerves,  may  be  con- 
siderably  diminisbed,  by  sucb  support  being  given  as  will  raise  tbe  gravid 
utérus  gently  upwards.  Tbis  is  at'empted  to  be  effected  by  some  women 
in  tying  a broad  piece  of  linen  round  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  and 
tbe  nape  of  tbe  neck  ; but  tbis  latter  contrivance  is  coarse,  rough,  ungainly, 
and  unccmfortable,  and  will  be  most  advantageously  and  elegantly  re- 
placed  by  my  Elastic  Belt. 

The  belt  is  constructed  iu  these  cases  witb  due  regard  for  tbe  comfort 
ofthe  mother  and  safety  of  the  fœtus  in  utero;  the  fulcrum  is  taken  at 
the  spiue,  in  wbich  région  the  Belt  is  made  somewhat  more  resisting  tban 
in  front  ; the  Elastic  Strips  are  so  connected  and  varied  in  deptb  and 
direction,  tbat  tbe  prominent  abdomen  is  gently  encompassed  and  raised 
froin  over  the  pubis,  and  the  sense  of  weight  and  dragging  atonce  relieved 
witbout  the  patient  experiencing  any  pain,  uneasiness,  or  discoiufort. 
I am  very  anxious  to  point  ont  tbat  tbis  belt,  as  well  as  tbe  one  above 
described,  is  put  on  by  stretching  it  over  the  feet  and  legs,  the  support 
being  thus  given  from  below'  upwards.  Tbe  abdominal  muscles  and  viscera 
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are  thus  relieved  vvithout  any  undue  pressure  being  used  anywhere, 
or  the  sliglitest  pain  being  felt.  The  practice  of  applying  compression 
from  above  downwards,  which  is  but  too  often  practised  bj'persons  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  physiological  and  pathological  laws  of  the  human 
bocly,  cannot  be  too  strongly  condemned  ; nothing  but  rnischief  can  arise 
from  this  inistakc,  and  it  is  strange  that  the  error  should  ever  hâve  been 
niade,  as  by  compressing  from  above  downwards,  the  utérus  and  abdominal 
viscera  are  manifestly  driven  against  such  resisting  régions  as  the  spine 
and  the  pubis.  Matters  are  quite  different  when  my  Belt  is  worn,  fer  it 
is  so  contrived  that  it  gives  support  in  the  riglit  direction,  and  by  its 
accurately  calculated  elasticity,  it  leaves  the  important  parts,  contained  in 
the  abdomen  and  the  pelvis,  perfectly  free.  AU  the  functions  are  normally 
perlormed,  and  the  development  of  the  fœtus  is  in  no  way  interfered  with, 
as  the  belt  yields  to  the  slightest  pressure  from  witliin. 

I shall  nert  venture  to  détermine  the  exact  period  when  the  belt  should 
be  worn,  this  inust  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  medical  attendant,  but 
I would  just  State  that  many  of  the  unpleasant  symptoms  connected  with 
difficult  gestation,  might  be  prevented  by  the  use  of  the  EÎastic  Belt 
which  I hâve  introduced  into  practice,  due  care  being  had  to  ascertain 
the  degree  of  elasticity  which  should  be  employed.  The  calculations  as 
to  the  strength  of  tissue  to  be  used  are  much  more  important  than  is 
generally  supposed,  and  this  is  the  reason  why  the  men,  who  meddle 
with  elastic  appliances  as  a mere  inatter  of  trade,  do  so  much  rnischief,  by 
always  following  the  same  track,  and  using  the  saine  patterns  and 
webbing,  with  ail  the  patients  who  are  sent  to  them.  hiastic  apparatuses, 
as  applied  to  a varicty  of  cases  in  medical,  surgical,  and  obstétrical  prac- 
tice, form  a sutïiciently  extended  spcciality,  and  no  good  results  can  be 
eypected,  except  competent  men  take  it  up,  and  put  forth  their  ivhole 
energies  in  varying  a al  adapting  them  to  the  great  nmltiplicity  of  cases 
which  présent  themselves.  1 must  not  omit  here  to  state  that  the  ordinary 
stays  should  be  put  aside  as  soon  as  the  belt  is  used.  Indeed  nothing 
can  be  more  injurous  to  mother  and  child  than  the  wearing  of  stays  ; and 
I wish  I could  induce  ladies  to  put  them  aside  altogether,  whether  preg- 
nancy  exist  or  not. 

Eut  to  return  to  the  Belt  worn  during  gestation,  I shall  venture  to 
give  this  opinion,  that  it  will  aflord  great  relief  by  being  worn  from  the 
fifth  to  the  ninth  month  of  pregnarcy  ; and  I raay  add  that  one  of  the 
principal  advantages  of  the  elastic  belt  is,  in  these  cases,  the  comfort  it 
gives  to  mothers  ajtcr  confinement.  1 make  the  belts  of  so  délicate  an 
elastic  texture,  that  they  might  be  used  immediately  after  parturition,  and 
be  far  préférable  to  the  roller  generally  put  on.  The  stronger  ones,  how- 
ever,  which  are  worn  whi-n  the  mother  begins  to  get  up,  are  decidedly  of 
great  value  to  those  who  are  anxious  for  the  look  of  their  waists.  As  no 
means  better  calculated  to  p.eserve  the  symmetry  and  harmony  of  the 
figuie  Could  be  devised,  I earnestly  entreat  those  members  of  the 
profession,  who  practice  the  obstretrical  branch  of  the  art,  to  impress  upon 
their  patients  the  necessity  of  weari.ig  the  belt  either  before  or  after 
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coiifiuement,  or  both  ; so  that  ladies  may  reap  ail  the  benefits  upon  which 
i bave  above  expatiated.  It  should  here  be  noticed  thaï,  for  nine  months 
the  growth  of  tlie^  fœtus  distends  ihe  abdominal  muscles  from  withiiî 
outwards  ; and,  it  is  indeed  extraordinary,  that  after  the  birth  of  the  child 
no  means  are  used  to  assist  the  muscles  in  regaining  their  position.  No 
donbt  but  their  elasticity  does  something  towards  this  change,  but  this  is 
no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  assisted  ; and  no  apparatus  answers 
this  purpose  better  than  the  Elastic  Belt.  I hâve  known  rnany  cases  in 
which,  after  parturitioni  a certain  amount  of  tumidity  of  abdomen  remained; 
and  by  the  use  of  my  Belts  this  unpleasant  corpulency  entirely  disappeared! 
I may  confidently  refer  to  some  of  the  most  distinguished  accoucheurs  of 
this  metropolis,  who  hâve  expressed  their  approbation  of  the  Elastic  Belts 
made  by  me,  for  the  use  of  ladies  either  during  gestation  or  after  parturi- 
tion. 

3.  The  Elastic  Belt  foT  Abdominal  Tumouvs. — The  subject  of  ab- 
dominal tumors  is  confessedly  one  of  the  most  obscure  in  medical  practice, 
but  it  would  be  erroneous  to  suppose  that  none  but  doubtful  cases  are  met 
with  ; on  the  contrary,  the  means  of  diagnosis  hâve  been  carried  to  such 
perfection,  that  tumours  connected  with  the  liver,  stomach,  pacreas, 
mesentery,  &c.,  &c.,  are  now  moslly  made  ont.  It  is  an  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstance,  however,  that  some  of  these  tuméfactions  are  of  a very 
hazardous  kind  ; but  it  happens,  pretty  freqiiently,  that  the  develop- 
ment of  tumors  may  be  aiTCsted  by  a well-directed  and  painless  compression. 
The  latter  therapeutical  resource  is  especially  valuable  with  such  tumors 
as  are  the  resuit  of  bona-fide  fibrinous  exudation.  It  is  well  known  that 
in  such  instances  the  absorption  of  pretty  large  masses  of  fibrine  lias  been 
obtained,  both  when  situated  within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  in  ils 
muscular  walls,  or  in  the  cellular  tissue  immediately  under  the  skin.  I 
may  here  state,  in  passing,  that  the  belt  may  be  so  made  as  to  allow  of 
sufficient  compression  about  the  groins,  to  dispel  the  unsightly  and  hard- 
ened  masses  which  are  apt  to  be  left  after  the  complété  cicatrization  of 
buboes.  I may  also  incidentally  mention  that  tumours  of  the  breast, 
which  admit  of  being  dispersed  by  compression,  may  be  advantageously 
treated  by  an  elastic  appliance,  which  I hâve  invented,  and  which  allows 
of  pressure  being  exerted  in  the  required  dcigree  on  a given  spot,  withoutin 
the  least  interfering  with  the  circulation  of  the  mammary  gland. 

But  as  to  tumours  within  the  abdomen,  it  bas  been  noticed  by  Phy- 
sicians,  that  even  those  tumours  which  cannot  be  completely  dispelled  may, 
by  proper  compression,  be  controlled  in  their  growth,  and  the  patient  be 
indefinitely  relieved.  Where,  however,  the  élément  of  the  growth  is  prin- 
cipally  fibrinous,  and  where  little  or  no  organic  change  lias  taken  place,  the 
wearing  of  the  belt  is  truly  invaluable,  and  foUowed  by  the  happiest  resiilts; 
as  I hâve  had  occasion  to  observe  upon  patients,  wh ose  medical  attendants 
had  requested  me  to  construct  belts  inlended  to  exert  a certain  degree  of 
compression  and  no  more.  I shall  not  add  any  other  considérations  on 
this  subject,  and  conclude  by  stating  it  to  be  my  firm  belief  that  the 
elastic  belts  are  destined  to  work  much  good  in  the  pathological  changes 
to  which  I hâve  just  alluded. 
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4.  The  Elastic  Belt  in  Ascites.  This  affection,  I need  haidly  say, 
TTiaY  dépend  on  a vaviety  of  causes  ; but  wliicnever  may  be  the  ongin  o 
the  accumulation  of  sérum  in  the  peritonœal  cavity,  and  whalever 
the  indirect  means  which  are  used  to  lessen  and  eventuaily  remove  the 
droosv  it  vvill  be  allowed  on  aU  hands  that  a very  powerful  auxiliary  in 
the  treLtment,  is  a compression  of  the  abdomen.  Wheu  this  compression 
is  used  with  judgment,  that  is  to  say,  when  it  is  unilorm,  elastic,  equable, 
aud  well  adjusted,  it  will  wonderfully  excite  the  absorbents,  and  couduce, 
in  many  cases,  aided  by  other  means,  to  bring  on  the  complété  disappear- 
ance  of  the  fluid.  Indeed,  in  simple  ascites,  depending  on  mere  subacute 
inflammation  of  the  pevitonœum,  or  on  a loss  of  balance  betvyeen  the  tunc- 
tions  of  sécrétion  and  absorption,  the  elastic  belt,  which  I beg  here  to 
recomrnend,  is  extremely  valuable  ; the  more  so  as  the  apparatus  is  so 
managed  that  it  will  remain  sufficiently  tight  as  the  fluid  is  being  absorbed. 
Cases  will  now  and'then  présent  themselves,  in  which  it  is  not  advisable 
to  hâve  recourse  to  tapping,  or  where  the  patient  objects  to  it;  here  the 
Belt  is  the  only  resource,  and  will  act  in  such  a manner  as  to  prevent  any 
unpleasaiit  increase  in  the  amouiit  of  the  fluid  distendiug  the  peritouæum. 
I mentioned,  in  the  introduction  to  this  pamphlet,  how  useful  the  belt 
would  be  if  it  were  used  iu  the  operation  ot  tapping,  as  it  will  follow  the 
diminished  size  of  the  abdomen,  by  going  on  compressiug  in  virtue  of  the 
elasticity  of  the  tissue  of  which  it  is  composed. 


I may  here  cite  an  interesting  case  treated  by  the  late  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper.  The  lady  whom  he  sent  to  me  in  1852  was  about  50  years  of 
âge  ; Mr.  Cooper  had  lapped  her  three  times  in  the  space  of  14  raonths 
before  I saw  her.  He  requested  me  to  make  an  Abdominal  Belt  for  this 
patient,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  no  re-accumulation  had  taken  place  18 
months  afterwards. 


6.  The  Elastic  Belt  in  Ovarian  Bropsy.  This  distressing  com  plaint 
is  of  so  serions  a kind,  and  occasions  so  much  sufferiug  and  unhappiness  iu 
the  patients  who  are  attacked  by  it,  that  the  ingenuity  and  skill  of  many 
eminent  members  of  the  profession  hâve  been  exercised  in  order  to  discover 
means  of  cure  ot  relief.  Bold  operations  hâve  been  undertaken,  tapping 
bas  extensively  been  had  recourse  to,  but  with  the  exception  of  a few  suc- 
cessful  cases,  the  results  hâve  not  been  encouraging.  Among  the  therapeutical 
agents  which  hâve  been  proposed,  there  is  one  which  certainly  deserves  a 
marked  share  of  attention,  1 mean  the  treatment  by  pressure.  This  mode 
of  obtaining  the  absorption  of  the  fluid,  and,  in  fortunate  cases,  the  adhe- 
sion of  the  internai  surfaces  of  the  cyst,  has  been  attempted  in  varions  ways, 
and  almost  always  in  a manner  connected  with  a great  deal  of  trouble,  and 
very  little  steadiness  and  uniformity  of  compression.  It  may  fairly  be 
supposed  that  the  want  of  success,  which  has  been  brought  against  the 
treatment,  by  pressure,  may  be  owing  to  the  imperfect  and  irregular  mau- 
ner  in  which  that  pressure  was  applied,  and  it  has  struck  me  that  complété 
absorption  of  the  fluid  might  be  obtained,  if  compression  were  exerted  in 
a systematic  and  regular  manner,  by  means  of  my  Elastic  Belt.  I am  fully 
aware  that  the  pressure  upon  the  tumour  should  be  carried  ont  by  a 
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Teeisting  body,  and  1 bave  for  tins  purpose  so  arranged  the  belt  that  it  is 

le  case,  winch  may  be  made  to  corapress  the  ovarian  tiimour 
more  or  less,  without  giving  tlie  patient  any  pain  whatever,  but  on  the 
he  con  rary,  alvvavs  tending  to  cheer  her  with  the  hope  that  she  may  be 
reheved  from  the  unpleasant  and  dangerous  burden  ' contdined"ii/the 
ovanan  cyst  It  shoiild  be  noticed  that  the  belt  at  the  same  time  com- 
presses  the  abdomen  and  thus  gives  support  to  the  viscera,  so  that  the 
lunctions  ot  chylification  and  absorption,  go  on  under  favourable  auspices. 

The  apparatus  which  I am  proposing  is  destined  to  do  much  good,  and 
to  be  instrumental  m considerably  diminishing  the  fatal  results  of  a very 
distressing  disease,  and  I am  confident  that,  when  this  practice  is  generally 

adopted,  ovarian  dropsy  will  lose  a great  deal  of  its  présent  fearful 
character. 


The  followiiig  case  will,  no  doubt,  be  found  interesting.  A lady,  25 
years  of  âge,  was  sent  to  me  by  a surgeon,  in  the  year  Ï852,  to  obtain 
reliet  îrom  tne  unpleasant  symptoms  connected  with  an  ovarian  tumour 
i ituated  on  the  left  side,  and  of  the  size  of  an  orange.  I made  for  her  a 
complété  apparatus,  and  to  her  great  happiness,  she  was  enabled  to  leave 
the  couch  upon  which  she  had  spent  the  last  six  weeks  and  eujov  the 
pure  air  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  she  walked,  on  an  average,  five  or  six 
mues  a-day,  without  feeling  the  least  inconvenience.  She  eau  now  indulo'e 
in  horse  exercise.  ^ 

^ Having  attempted  to  set  forth  the  advantages,  by  the  use  of  my  newly 
mvented  Elastic  Belts,  in  corpulency,  during  and  after  gestation,  abdomi- 
nal tumours,  ascites,  ovarian  dropsy,  &c.,  I hope  f may  hâve  succeeded  in 
carrying  conviction,  and  that  the  members  of  the  Medical  Profession  will 
do  me  the  favour  to  iiispect  my  varions  apparatuses,  and  hearfrom  myself 
such  explanations  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  so  that  with  confidence 
they  may  give  them  on  ail  occasions  a fair  and  considerate  trial. 


PHILIP  BOURJEAURD,  Surgeon,  R.N.F., 

11,  Bavies  Street,  BerJeeleg  Square,  (opposite  Mivarfs  Hôtel,)  London, 
At  home  from  1 tül  5,  p.m.. 

And  Rue  des  Beaux  Arts,  17,  Paris. 

March,  1854. 


G.  Hill,  Printer,  9,  Mouiit  Eow,  'Westminster  Rond. 


